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prime of life, and full of vigor and activity. He had been
raised on the extreme frontiers, and though half Indian, yet
his educational advantages had been fair; and he had been for
many years employed by the Government in the Indian Depart-
ment. Thus he combined the skill and strategy of the borderer
and Indian, and had had much experience in Indian warfare
from the tender age of ten, when he accompanied his uncle,
King Nis-so-wa-quet,on a war expedition jthough unfortunately
the details are lost in the long lapse of years, and the general
character only, as both numerous and full of intrepidity, are
left indelibly impressed upon my memory. I know that while
yet a mere youth, and not very far from the time when he
first went upon the war-path under Nis-so-wa-quet, his father
purchased for him a commission in the French marine, and
though he retained this commission many years, I have no evi-
dence or tradition that he was ever actually engaged in the
naval service.

Such was the high standing and reputation of the Sieur
Charles De Langlade, his long experience in border service,
his personal relationship to the powerful Ottawas, his thorough
knowledge of their language and that of the other neighboring
tribes, and his great influence over them, that he was at once
pointed out to Vaudreuil, the Governor-General of New France
and Louisiana, as admirably fitted to head the partisan forces
of border French and Indians of the North-West, in the terrible
conflict about to commence,

The first service I remember of my grandfather’s in this
war, was to raise the tribes of the North-West, I think the
Ottawas, Chippewas, Menomonees, Winnebagoes, Pottawot-
tamies, Hurons or Wyandotts, and perhaps others, and repair
with their chiefs, to Fort du Quesne, for its defence against
the English, and also to carry the war against the frontier
settlements and forts of the British Colonies. This was in
1755. What particular chiefs were along, I do not remember
hearing my grandfather state, but I doubt not that La Fourche
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